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Mr. President,

Liechtenstein welcomes the ongoing work and efforts of the Commission of Inquiry in Syria.
The latest report on sieges as a weapon of war illustrates again the blatant disregard for the
most basic principles of international humanitarian law in the conflict. We condemn the col-
lective punishment through denial of freedom of movement, indiscriminate bombardment,
denial of access to humanitarian aid, food, water, and medicine, prevention of leaving and

forced displacement.

Many of these offenses constitute war crimes or crimes against humanity. We reiterate our
call on the Security Council to refer the situation to the ICC. In the absence of such a referral,
the work of the Syria Mechanism (llIM), created by the General Assembly in 2016, is even
more important. We call on all States to cooperate with the IlIM and to share information
and evidence in their possession about the atrocities committed in the Syrian war with the
Mechanism. We welcome the decision by a number of States to hold individual perpetrators
accountable under the principle of universal jurisdiction, including high-ranking Syrian offi-
cials, as an important step towards closing the impunity gap. The decision by German prose-

cutors to issue an international arrest warrant for the Head of the Syrian Airforce Intelli-



gence, Jamil Hassan, on charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity, is particularly
noteworthy in this regard. These processes can and will be supported by the IIIM. We wel-
come the Commission’s continuous collection of information of the crimes committed in
Syria. How are you cooperating with the IlIM in this regard to ensure that the Mechanism
can build on your work following criminal law evidentiary standards? If and how are you co-

operating directly with European war crimes units?

| thank youl!



