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Employment

Employment

Year
(31 Dec) 

Resident
population
in gainful 
employ-

ment

of which 
outward

commuters

inward
commuters

total
employed

of which 
other

nationalities

1880 3 137 . . . .

1891 3 282 . . . .

1901 3 120 . . . .

1911 3 479 . . . .

1921 4 323 . . . .

1930 4 436 . 1501 4 586 .

1941 4 874 723 101 4 161 676

1950 6 018 380 7001 6 338 2 007 

1960 7 575 179 1 7001 9 096 3 893 

1970 9 336 368 2 601 11 569 6 240 

1980 12 266 723 3 297 14 840 8 212 

1990 13 970 9501 6 885 19 905 11 933 

2000 16 710 1 105 11 192 26 797 16 960 

2004 16 768 1 146 13 911 29 533 19 506 

2005 16 872 1 205 14 503 30 170 20 035 

2006 17 223 1 287 15 138 31 074 20 700 

2007 17 575 1 382 16 242 32 435 21 883 
1 Estimate. 
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Employment by economic sector since 1950 
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Employment by economic sector (31.12.2007) 

Resident
population in

gainful
employment

of which
outward

commuters

Inward
commuters 

Employed
in

Liechten-
stein

Share
in % 

Sector 1
Agriculture and forestry 

318 7 61 372 1.1

Sector 2
Manufacturing 

5 960 506 8 642 14 096 43.5

Mining and quarrying 37 - 10 47 0.1
Processing industries 4 116 436 7 752 11 432 35.2
Energy and water supply 152 4 48 196 0.6
Construction trades 1 655 66 832 2 421 7.5
Sector 3 
Services

11 297 869 7 539 17 967 55.4

Retail, repairs 1 534 227 1 036 2 343 7.2
Hotels and restaurants 667 56 288 899 2.8
Transport, communications 622 60 652 1 214 3.7
Banking and insurance 1 374 65 1 362 2 671 8.2
Real estate, informatics, 
business services 1 533 120 1 515 2 928 9.0

Legal consultancy, trust 
management 1 414 14 1 125 2 525 7.8

Public administration 1 305 26 225 1 504 4.6
Education 715 76 317 956 2.9
Health and social services 1 293 164 574 1 703 5.3
Other services 840 61 445 1 224 3.8

Total 17 575 1 382 16 242 32 435 100.0

Employment by economic fields (31.12.2007) 

General services
38.6%

Financial
services
16.0%

Industry 
and goods 
production

43.5%

Households, 
agriculture 

1.9%
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Persons employed by economic sector in 2007 
In comparison with neighbouring countries 

Sector 1 
Agriculture and 

forestry

Sector 2 
Manufacturing

Sector 3 
Services

Liechtenstein 1.1% 43.5% 55.4%
Switzerland 4.0% 22.9% 73.1%
Austria 5.9% 27.4% 66.8%
Germany 2.3% 29.8% 67.9%
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Employment in Liechtenstein (31.12.2007) 

Residents and inward commuters 

Inward
commuters

50.1%
Resident in 

Liechtenstein 
49.9%

Inward commuters by residence 

Others
4.3%

Austria 
46.7%

Switzerland 
49.0%

Employees by nationality 

Other
nationalities

67.5%Liechtensteiners
32.5%
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Total employment 
as at 31 December 2007 - Summary 

Residents 

permanent  35 356 
non-permanent  406 

35 762 

Inhabitants in gainful 
Employment

17 575 

Employed in 
Liechtenstein

32 435 

    

    

Not in gainful

employment

18 187 

   

Inward

commuters

16 242 

thereof

407
Liechtensteiners

Outward commuters 

1 382 

Other nationalities 

resident in 

Liechtenstein

6 048 

In gainful 

employment

17 575 

Employed in 

Liechtenstein

16 193 

Liechtensteiners

resident in 

Liechtenstein

10 145 
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Labour market - Unemployment 

In 2006 the unemployment rate was revised to allow international comparisons. 

New definition Former definition
Year

(31 Dec) 
Job

seekers
Vacan-

cies Un-
employed

Unemploy-
ment rate 

Un-
employed

Unemployed / 
employed

in % 
1997 388 32 . . 314 1.4%
1998 557 28 . . 482 2.0%
1999 367 31 . . 299 1.2%
2000 352 28 . . 290 1.1%
2001 410 66 . . 354 1.2%
2002 477 44 . . 413 1.4%
2003 727 27 . . 651 2.2%
2004 802 20 . . 725 2.4%
2005 828 61 . . 731 2.4%
2006 744 93 584 3.3% 689 2.3%
2007 642 179 472 2.7% 593 1.9%

Unemployment rate – former and new definition 
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  New definition    Former definition  

New definition: Unemployed persons who are not in temporary programmes in percent 
of the residents in employment. 
Former definition: All unemployed persons in percent of all employed persons in 
Liechtenstein.




